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             YOUTH ACTION FOR RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
                                   REFLECTIONS OF HEALING 
                  POST ELECTION VIOLENCE MEMORIAL DAY 

                                                 REPORT

HELD ON 27TH DECEMBER 2008. AT DANDORA 1 PRIMARY SCHOOL GROUND.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Youth Action For Resource Development (YARD) is an initiative by the youths in Dandora phase one who realize the need of coming together for a common cause to create solidarity and a forum where the youth can participate actively with their resources, interests and talents.

22 of YARD group members are part of Dandora Youth As Agents of Peace who were trained by UN HABITAT at 680 Hotel soon after the post election violence. 

The successful conclusion of our event dubbed REFLECTION OF HEALING to commemorate the 1st anniversary of post election violence on 27th December,2008, marked an important milestone in the history of the Dandora estate and its environ.
The purpose of this event was to:- 
1. Pay respect to all those who lost their lives by putting this day aside to remember them.
2. Remind every one we are one people, one nation and there is no need to rise against each other no matter what the situation.
3. Teach people ways in which they can deal with situations peacefully without resulting to violence.
4. Ensure issues that led to escalation of the violence are being dealt with, so we do not have to repeat what happened.
This was marked with the following activities 
1. Ponyoka na mbuzi Peace tournament, a 7 aside football tournament. We had 4 men teams competing against each other and 2 ladies teams competing against each other. Each of the winning team was awarded with a live goat. We had also 6 teams competing against each other for curtain raising the main matches.
2. Inspiration talks and speeches. (By lawyer Ismail Wanjohi of Wanjohi Advocates)
3. Entertainment  

4. Educative films {Coming of age, Ghetto president and Why now} 
5. Panel debate to discuss issues concerning human rights and peace.(panel comprised of religious leaders, youth leader, an elder and a victim of post election violence).
On 27th December, 2007, Kenya, a country considered to be a stable and peaceful nation saw one of its darkest moments ever since independence when it faced post election violence .Hundreds of people lost their lives, and thousands of people lost their homes and property when family members, neighbors and friends turned and started to attack each other . By the time the violence were over, it was too late for many of them.
There was a real need for sensitization in Dandora community about peace .We brought them together to remember those who lost their lives , and reflected on what really happened and vowed NEVER to allow such a thing to happen again . 
We told the youths its time they should stop being misused by the rich politicians for their own gains. We should  CHAGUA  AMANI  ZUIA NOMA.
We encountered various challenges while organizing this event, 
from insufficient resources to lack of enough time to push for our proposals.   

At this back drop, YARD is appealing to all peace building stake holders and corporates with similar ideal to join us in mobilizing resources to enable effective implementation of such activities and reduce dependency. 

We are looking forward to establish the community peace net within Dandora,
 Provide trainings on entrepreneurships and Agents of Peace,
 Promote partnerships and collaborations between organizations, government agencies and local C.B.O.s. 
We would like to specially thank the following institutions, organizations and individuals:
1. Dunia Moja Human Rights Film Festival.
2. Dandora ward1 manager.
3. Dandora 1 primary school Head teacher.
4. Director City Education Department  
5. United Nations Volunteers Dandora. 
6. Taking it global.
7. Y.I.K.E. (Youth Initiative Kenya)

8. K.Y.B.T. (Kenya Youths Business Trust 
9. Hope World Wide Kenya (Dandora)  
10. Lawyer Ismail Wanjohi (Wanjohi Advocates)

11. N.P.I – AFRICA. 
12. Feed the Children. 
13. United Nations Volunteers Dandora

We appreciate your contributions and feel humbled as you stood with us during this long journey. MAY GOD BLESS YOU.

MAIN REPORT  
This Event was organized by YARD in collaboration with Dunia Moja Human Rights Film Festival.
 Dandora is no better place as far as the 27th December, 2007 post election violence is concerned. Mostly the youths who have grown up together, calling the next neighbor brother irrespective of the tribe were made to judge others along tribal lines.

Peace basically begins from our homes if you don’t have food, clothing and shelter there will never be peace in your life.
Politicians come during election period to divide us. They use hatred speeches to influence us to hate one another yet we are brothers no matter what happens, come election or no election. Besides these cheap politics it is a high time we engage the youths and women in small businesses that at the end of the day will provide them with financial empowerment, hence to basically make it easy for them to acquire basic needs (i.e. food, clothing, shelter and education). 

Due to lack of proper flow of information the youths and the women in Dandora 1 are still deprived of their rights, and our estate remains behind .The youths and women should know their human rights through trainings. 
The purpose of this event was:
1. To promote peace in the community through the inspiration talks from successful people from slums who have made in life. 
2. To encourage the youths and women know their basic human rights.
3. To advocate for peace within our estate.
4. To commemorate the 1st anniversary of post election violence,
    on Reflection of Healing, through entertainment, sports, peace talks, films on human     

    rights and panel debate specifically to deal with human rights issues.
5. Form networks and partnerships with government institutions and non governmental organizations and local C.B.O.s.
POST ELECTION VIOLENCE MEMORIAL DAY   
This was marked with the following activities:
A 7 aside football tournament dubbed ponyoka na mbuzi peace tournament, entertainment, refreshments, peace talks, films and panel debate. 

ACHIEVEMENTS   
1. A large number of people turned up for the event. 
2. The peace talks, films, panel debate were very instrumental in demystifying myths and 
    reduce fear.
3. The football tournament brought together youths from various areas to come and 
    participate for a common cause PEACE.
4. The entertainment from various partners was effective in the dissemination of peace 
    information.
5. Formed partnership with NGOs.
EMERGING ISSUES 
A. Money and incitements from the politicians or the haves always have an impact to  

    create hatred amongst the common man, but from the event lack of access to  

     information on peoples human rights emerged to be the greatest threat to peace within    

     our community.
B. There was a high expectation from the community such as peace day t-shirts, caps, 
    certificates of participation among others.
C. Information about the event was not fully conveyed to public as in the public address  

    system was supposed to help publicize the event a day prior to the big day but didn’t 
    turn up and also during the event a sub standard public address system was used.
D. We could not issue out certificates of participation because of inadequate funds. 

CHALLENGES FACED BY THE EVENT ORGANIZERS   
1. Inadequate resources.
2. Sub standard public address system affected the mobilization process 
3. Time frame. Some of the crucial things needed for the event were confirmed either a  

   day prior to the event or during the event .Besides various donors were reluctant or   

   didn’t respond to our proposals in time.
4. Follow ups.

WAY FORWARD  
1. Train more agents of peace from within and outside Dandora.
2. To mobilize resources to reduce dependency.
3. To prepare proposals and send them to specific places much earlier and know who to     

    contact about the proposals.
4. To sensitize the peace stakeholders on the importance of networking and 
    collaborations.

5. To promote community empowerment initiatives through trainings to the youths and  

    women to reduce dependency. 

6. To organize more open air events, films, peace talks and debates about peace and 
    sensitize the community about their human rights.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The following is a list of partners and their particular contributions.

1. Dunia moja Human Rights Film Festival:-

    Films on human rights, P.A system, posters, flyers and funds for mobilization.

2. N.P.I-AFRICA:-

    T-Shirts

3. Y.I.K.E (Youth Initiative Kenya):-

    Refreshments.

4. HOPE WORLD WIDE KENYA (Dandora):-

    100-Chairs.

5. Director of City Education through Dandora 1.primary School Head teacher, through       

   Area chief through the Ward manager:-

   Dandora 1 primary play ground 
6. FEED THE CHILDREN:-

    Refreshments

7. United Nations Volunteers Dandora:-

    Refreshments

8. TAKING IT GLOBAL:-
Posting and advertising the event on the internet through their     site.

8. G-wiji of Mashifta hip-hop group:-
     Entertainment

9. Lawyer Ismail Wanjohi (Wanjohi Advocates) :-
   One Goat, Inspirational talk and inspirational DVDs

10. ORANGE DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT (O.D.M) DANDORA WARD A.    

     COMMITTEE:- 
     1OO SEATER TENT.

11. MRS. MURAYA and MR. JOSEPH WAMBUGUH (Y.A.R.D PATRONS)

APPENDIX
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YARD (AGENTS OF PEACE) MEMBERS. AFTER THE EVENT
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G-WIJI (MASHIFTA) Taking it down          LAWYER WANJOHI enlighting youths
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Winner of the dancing competitions                THE EVENT. M.C. FATUMA NJAMBI
                                                                           (Ambassador of peace Dandora)
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   LUDO F.C celebrating a win to qualify         LUDO F.C v/s F.C MAWABA in action     

   for the finals.                                                                        (Semi-Finals)
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Joyce the YARD secretary during an             U.N Volunteers Dandora Representatives
interview
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Football Fans enjoying a match                     Fans celebrating their team
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    M.C Stevo (YARD member)                              FANS enjoying a match
   Doing his thing
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 FREDDIE, POFFU, BENNIE….  YARD MEMBERS.
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 PENTAGON F.C. Warming up for the Semi-Final match.(THEY WENT ON TO WIN THE TOURNAMENT AND WENT AWAY WITH THE GOAT)
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CURTAIN RAISERS 
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FANS                                                                 (BUSTED) A COUPLE ENJOYING A        

                                                                           PEACEFUL ATMOSPHERE.
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FANS                                                              YARD MEMBERS ARRIVING IN STYLE 
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 GUESTS ENJOYING EVERY MOMENT            THE MAIN AWARDS
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   GARLIE CRIPPERS WAITING TO            KANYINA (right) posing with NJAMBI
    PERFORM.                                                     (Ambassador of Peace DANDORA)
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T.I.G CREW                                                  YARD SHEPHERDS LOOKING AFTER                                                                                    

                                                                        THE GOATS
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CHILDREN HAVING FUN                            JOYCE DISSEMINATING A GROUP   

                                                                          OF YOUTHS ON PEACE
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        FOOTBALL TEAM DISPLAYING    

        WHITE RIBBONS FOR PEACE.
THANK YOU ALL.

REGARDS.

Y.A.R.D  GROUP. 

